ABSTRACT

WA-I-419 Mid 19th Century
Good Spirits Farm

Funkstown Vicinity

private

This farmstead consisting of a two story stuccoed
house, a stone end barn and related outbuildings probably
dated from the mid 19th century. The barn has a date
tablet indicating the year 1849 and the initials R. W, H.
The appearance of the house would suggest that it is con-
temporary with the barn. R. W, H, are presumably initials
for Ranny W, Hunter who purchased the major portion of this
farm from John Breathed on December 18, 1847.
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X exCELLENT __DETERIORATED __UNALTERED X _ORIGINAL SITE
__GOOD __RUINS X auteren ¢ 507 __MOVED DATE
__FAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Good Spirits Farm 1s located on the east side of U. S. Route 40-A south of Punkstown in Wash-

ington County, Maryland. It is situated on a hill with the house facing west and the barn
gouth,

The house is a two story, six bay structure sheathed with stucco which. oonceals stone or brick
congtruction. The four southern bays of the front elevation are growped together with a large
expanse of wall appearing between them and the two northern bays. Window levels vary between
these two parts of the house suggesting that the northern two bays may be an addition.

All windows have six over six pane double hung sashes held within narrow frames. Windows in
the south gection appear to be slightly longer than those of the two north bays. Pairs of
shutters with movable louvers are present at most windows.

The main entrance is located in the third bay from the south end of the front elevation. A
six panel door is hung beneath a transom. A one bay flat roofed Victorian entrance porch
topped with a modern lattice work balustrade shelters the front door. Other entrances ar-
located at the rear of the house.

Modern asphalt shingles finish the roof which extends beyond the end walls of the houge. Dor-
mers have been added to both the east and west slopes of the roof. Brick chimneys are located
inside the end walls. :

Behind the houge is a brick smokehouse with a wood shingle roof. A hole in its wall ‘is said
to have come from a cannon ball, Northeast of the house is a large stone end bank barn,
Built of native limestone with vertical ventilation slits in the end walls, it bears a date
stone inscribed with the initials R. W. H. and the year 1849. )

A tombstone found by the present owner on the farm has the initials C. B.,"' 4 and the year
1785. The farm, formerly known as Tower Hill Farm contains 170.5 acres.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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) SIGNIFICANCE
PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC —ARCHEOLUGY-PREHISTORIC __COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION
—1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION —LAW —SCIENCE
—1500-1598 _XAGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS — LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
—_1600-1699 &RCHITECTURE —EDUCATION —MILITARY __SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—1700-1798 —ART —ENGINEERING —MuUSIC __THEATER
&1800-1899 —COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION
—1800- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY)
__INVENTION o )
SPECIFIC DATES Barn R, W. H. 1849 BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This farmstead consisting of a two story stuccoed house, a stone end barn and related out-
buildings probably dates from the mid 19th century. The barn has a date tablet indicating the
year 1849 and the initials R. W. H. The appearance of the house would suggest that it is
contemporary with the barn. R. W. H. are presumably the initials for Ranny W. Hinter who pur-
chased the major portion of this farm from John Breathed on December 18, 1847 (WMcKK5/68).

The farm remained in the Hunter family until 1969. According to the land records of Washington
Co. v the property was known during Hunter ownership as "Tower Hill Farm." The Breathed
famx:y from whom Ranny Hunter purchased the farm, owned property in this vicinity during the
early 19th century and perhaps earlier. It is not known whether the tombstone found on the
farm with the initfals C. B, might have been for someone from the Breathed family.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Washington County Land Records.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
EJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 170.5 acres

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

_ LIST ALL STATﬂEﬂS AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVE-RLAPPING- STATE ORCOUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE " ' ‘COUNTY - e
STATE COUNTY
[E1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
Paula Stoner Dickey, Consultant
ORGANIZATION DATE
Waghington County Historical Sites Survey December 1977
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
County Office Building, 33 West Washington Street 791-3065
CiTY OR TOWN STATE
Hagerstown Maryland 21740

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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